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KINDERGARTEN SET

Reading Readiness Match-Ups  (p. 7)

Phoneme Songs & Blending  (p. 4)

Rhyming Match-Ups & More  (p. 6)

Initial Phoneme Sorts  (p. 6)

Final Phoneme Sorts  (p. 6)

Story Sequencing  (p. 6)

($338 VALUE) GLK $275

FIRST GRADE SET

Short & Long Vowel Phonemes  (p. 8)

Blend & Digraph Sorts  (p. 8)

Story Sequencing  (p. 6)

Flip Strips – SLV Patterns  (p. 9)

SLV Decoding Match-Ups  (p. 9)

SLV Scrambled Sentences  (p. 10)

Variant Vowel Word Families & SS  (p. 10)

Star Blending A & B  (p. 11)

($323 VALUE) GL1 $275

THIRD GRADE SET

Intermediate Blending  (p. 13)

Syllable Sorts  (p. 12)

Syllabication – Longer Words  (p. 13)

Prefix/Root/Suffix B  (p. 12)

Synonyms Match-Ups A  (p. 23)

Compound Words B  (p. 22)

Sentence Sequencing B  (p. 24)

Paragraph Sequencing A  (p. 24)

American Landmarks 1  (p. 18)

($380 VALUE) GL3 $325

SECOND GRADE SET

Short Vowel Posters & CD  (p. 8)

Flip Strips – SLV Patterns  (p. 9)

Intermediate Blending  (p. 13)

Dolch Work/Play Sentences  (p. 15)

Syllable Sorts  (p. 12)

Prefix/Root/Suffix A  (p. 12)

Compound Words A  (p. 22)

Sentence Sequencing A  (p. 24)

Farm 1  (p. 18)

($322 VALUE) GL2 $275

SEVENTH GRADE SET

Suffixes Match-Ups  (p. 22)

Prefixes Match-Ups B  (p. 22)

Latin Roots Match-Ups  (p. 22)

Synonyms Match-Ups C  (p. 23)

Analogies Match-Ups B  (p. 23)

Idiom Match-Ups  (p. 26)

Transitions & Conjunctions  (p. 27)

True/False/Opinion Sorts  (p. 25)

Watchable Animals 3  (p. 18)

($412 VALUE) GL7 $350

FIFTH GRADE SET

Suffixes Match-Ups  (p. 22)

Prefixes Match-Ups A  (p. 22)

Synonyms Match-Ups B  (p. 23)

Compound Words Centered B  (p. 22)

Analogies Match-Ups A  (p. 23)

Paragraph Sequencing B  (p. 24)

Idiom Match-Ups  (p. 26)

True/False/Opinion Sorts  (p. 25)

Nature 2 (p. 18)

($407 VALUE) GL5 $350

Complete sets of manipulatives  are ideal for differentiating instruction.
GRADE-LEVEL SETS CONTAIN 150 PLUS
INDIVIDUALIZED STUDENT ACTIVITIES  

Brain research supports what educators
already knew: no two children are alike or
learn in identical ways. Our goal must be 
to provide an enriched environment that
promotes brain growth and learning.

These individualized sets of manipulatives
have features corroborated by research.
They are non-threatening, enjoyable
activities that actively involve students.
Manipulatives stimulate multiple senses 
and encourage collaboration. Skills are
developed in a holistic manner and sets
provide adequate practice for mastery.
Finally, multilevel products assure
appropriate challenge and sequence.

Reading Manipulatives has a high reorder
level because those who try our products
see how effective the materials are and
how motivated students are to work
through the sets. These grade-level
product groupings address an array of
literacy skills suitable for each grade level.
They can supplement any core reading
program and be used for stations or
seatwork activities.

Try them and your students will improve
literacy skills, become more accountable,
and cultivate a greater enjoyment of
reading and writing.
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These grade-level product groupings address an array of skills
suitable for students in each grade level. The sets supplement

core reading programs and can be used for seatwork or stations.

SIXTH GRADE SET

CONTAINERS NOT INCLUDEDFIRST GRADE SET

FOURTH GRADE SET

Syllabication – Longer Words  (p. 13)

Prefix/Root/Suffix B  (p. 12)

Subject/Predicate Match-Ups  (p. 21)

Synonyms Match-Ups B  (p. 23)

Compound Words B  (p. 22)

Analogies Match-Ups A  (p. 23)

Sentence Sequencing B  (p. 24)

Paragraph Sequencing A  (p. 24)

Dangerous Creatures 2  (p. 18)

($386 VALUE) GL4 $325

SIXTH GRADE SET

Suffixes Match-Ups  (p. 22)

Prefixes Match-Ups B  (p. 22)

Synonyms Match-Ups C  (p. 23)

Compound Words Centered B  (p. 22)

Analogies Match-Ups B  (p. 23)

Paragraph Sequencing B  (p. 24)

Idiom Match-Ups  (p. 26)

True/False/Opinion Sorts  (p. 25)

Dangerous Creatures 3  (p. 18)

($412 VALUE) GL6 $350

EIGHTH GRADE SET

Suffixes Match-Ups  (p. 22)

Prefixes Match-Ups B  (p. 22)

Latin Roots Match-Ups  (p. 22)

Synonyms Match-Ups C  (p. 23)

Analogies Match-Ups B  (p. 23)

Idiom Match-Ups  (p. 26)

Transitions & Conjunctions  (p. 27)

True/False/Opinion Sorts  (p. 25)

Lost Civilizations 3  (p. 18)

($412 VALUE) GL8 $350

WHY MANIPULATIVES WORK
The complete sets address the following
essential reading program elements:

• Teach needed skills
• Holistic & thorough
• Scientifically based
• Use explicit strategies
• Organize classrooms
• Motivate students
• Foster independence
• Aid & free teachers
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DECODING II SET

Grades: Second through fourth developmental
Special-needs through adult

Contents: Flip Strips – SLV Patterns  (p. 9)

Intermediate Blending  (p. 13)

Syllable Sorts  (p. 12)

Syllabication – Longer Words  (p. 13)

Contractions/Possessives Flip Strips  (p. 12)

Prefix/Root/Suffix A & B  (p. 12)

Suffix Spelling Changes Cards  (p. 14)

8 PRODUCTS ($259 VALUE) 400 $225

COMPREHENSION SET

Grades: Fourth through eighth developmental
Special-needs through adult

Contents: Sentence Sequencing B  (p. 24)

Paragraph Sequencing A & B (p. 24)

Idiom Match-Ups  (p. 26)

Outlining – Stories & Steps  (p. 26)

Transitions & Conjunctions  (p. 27)

True/False/Opinion Sorts  (p. 25)

7 PRODUCTS ($342 VALUE) 700 $300

USAGE I SET

Grades: Third through sixth developmental
Special-needs through adult

Contents: Subject/Predicate Match-Ups  (p. 21)

Parts of Speech Sentences A (p. 21)

Capitalization/Punctuation A  (p. 17)

3 PRODUCTS ($127 VALUE) 750 $110

USAGE II SET

Grades: Fifth through eighth developmental
Review through adult

Contents: Parts of Speech  Sentences B (p. 21)

Capitalization/Punctuation B  (p. 17)

Irregular Verbs Cards  (p. 16)

Troublesome Words & Usages Cards  (p. 17)

4 PRODUCTS ($181 VALUE) 775 $160

DECODING I SET

Grades: Primary grades, special-needs

Contents: Short Vowel Posters & CD  (p. 8)

Flip Strips – SLV Patterns  (p. 9)

SLV Decoding Match-Ups  (p. 9)

SLV Scrambled Sentences  (p. 10)

Variant Vowel Word Families & SS  (p. 10)

SLV Word Families  (p. 10)

Star Blending A & B  (p. 11)

7 PRODUCTS ($253 VALUE) 300 $225

AUDITORY DISCRIMINATION SET

Grades: Primary grades, special-needs

Contents: Initial Phoneme Sorts  (p. 6)

Final Phoneme Sorts  (p. 6)

Blend & Digraph Sorts  (p. 8)

Short & Long Vowel Phonemes  (p. 8)

4 PRODUCTS ($165 VALUE) 200 $140

VOCABULARY I SET

Grades: Second through fourth, special-needs

Contents: Compound Words Match A & B  (p. 22)

Synonyms Match-Ups A & B  (p. 23)

Analogies Match-Ups A  (p. 23)

5 PRODUCTS ($216 VALUE) 500 $190

VOCABULARY II SET

Grades: Fifth through adult developmental

Contents: Compound Words Centered A & B  (p. 22)

Synonyms Match-Ups B & C  (p. 23)

Analogies Match-Ups B  (p. 23)

Suffixes Match-Ups  (p. 22)

Prefixes Match-Ups A & B  (p. 22)

Latin Roots Match-Ups  (p. 22)

9 PRODUCTS ($378 VALUE) 600 $325

READING READINESS SET

Grades: Kindergarten, first grade
Special-needs, pre-emergent readers

Contents: Reading Readiness Match-Ups  (p. 7)

Phoneme Songs & Blending  (p. 4)

Rhyming Match-Ups & More  (p. 6)

Story Sequencing  (p. 6)

4 PRODUCTS ($298 VALUE) 100 $250

SCRAMBLED SENTENCES SETS

Levels: 1 – second through fourth
2 – third through sixth
3 – fifth through adult

ANIMALS SERIES

Contents: Farm 1  (p. 18)

Dangerous Creatures 2  (p. 18)

Dangerous Creatures 3  (p. 18)

3 PRODUCTS ($140 VALUE) 800 $120

ANIMALS/NATURE SERIES

Contents: Birds 1  (p. 18)

Nature 2 (p. 18)

Watchable Animals 3  (p. 18)

3 PRODUCTS ($140 VALUE) 850 $120

LANDMARK SERIES

Contents: American Landmarks 1  (p. 18)

World Landmarks 2  (p. 18)

Lost Civilizations 3  (p. 18)

3 PRODUCTS ($140 VALUE) 900 $120

These skill-area sets target specific types of literacy skills.
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Reading Manipulatives Sourcebook shows
how to teach essential literacy skills and
has practical aids that teachers can use.

From research findings and program management
through step-by-step directions and complete
resources for implementation, this Sourcebook is 
the ultimate guide for educators.

First the Sourcebook gives rationale for reading
manipulatives. Materials construction tips and
strategies for managing individualized reading
programs are delineated.

The final 6 sections are divided according to skills:
phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary,
comprehension, and communication. All levels and
types of skills are covered, making the Sourcebook 
a worthwhile resource for any teacher.

After each key skill is explained, instructional steps
and materials are presented. The explicit teaching
suggestions and comprehensive resource lists help
teachers to understand the scope of the skills. If
teachers prefer not to use manipulatives, ideas can 
be adapted to other lessons or activities.

READING MANIPULATIVES SOURCEBOOK 050 $40
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Practical strategies, materials, and resources
for teaching all levels of literacy skills

#4 Samples of manipulatives
to show possible layouts
or to try with students

HOW THE SOURCEBOOK COVERS SKILLS

#2 How to make materials
to develop the skills
(more than 50 kinds)

#3 Complete resource lists
to use for instruction or
materials construction

MANIPULATIVES IDIOM MATCH-UPS

Understanding idiomatic expressions facilitates comprehension since students tend to interpret
language literally. Students read sentences and then find an idiom to replace the underlined
words in each sentence. The origin of the idiom can be written on the back of the card.

STUDENT OBJECTIVES

• Identify and recall common idioms by reviewing how they are used and their origins

• Substitute literal words or phrases in sentences with idiomatic usages

CONSTRUCTION GUIDELINES

• Divide sheet into 10 horizontal strips 
(1.1 in); draw vertical line at 5.5 in

• Write sentence on left; underline
sentence text that idiom will replace
(Idiom Resource List, pp. 218–227)

• Write idiom on right; write origin
on the back (sample on pp. 231–232)

• Activity is more challenging if idioms 
in each set have the same usage 
(nouns, verbs, adjectives, etc.)

TIP USE MULTIPLE STRATEGIES TO EXPOSE STUDENTS TO IDIOMS

• Idiom of the day – select and use an idiom at the start of a day or period; encourage
students to use it at least once that day (give bonus points for doing so)

• Give extra credit for using idioms in assignments
• Find examples of idioms in printed material or on television; discuss use and meaning
• Tell a story laden with idioms, asking students are to write down idioms they identify; 
see who finds the most

• Add-on story – list several idioms on the board; discuss meanings; start a story, using
one of the idioms; each person adds to the story and uses another idiom in the process

• Illustrating idioms literally to contrast the literal and figurative meanings
• Write idioms on index cards; have students draw a literal illustration on another card;
group these pairs in sets and allow students to match the pairs

Jack  told lies before, so nobody believed him. cried wolf

I am not done, but I am tired and must quit. call it a day

Mary avoided the issue rather than telling me. beat around the bush

Our class studied so we’d do well in the test. boned up

It is so hot that a cool drink would satisfy. hit the spot

People who succeed in life plan ahead. save for a rainy day

Punch your pillow if you must vent frustration. let off steam

Science fiction books are not my favorite. cup of tea

The Rolling Stones do not act like they’re old. over the hill

Last night it poured, so practice was cancelled. rained cats and dogs
RM PRODUCT: 530 IDIOM MATCH-UPS RM PRODUCT: 530 IDIOM MATCH-UPS 

ants in his/her pants restless, can't sit still Ants in one’s pants would make one
jump around and be restless.

apple of one’s eye that which is held dearest Because it is essential to sight, the eye’s
apple, or pupil, is to be cherished and
protected.

at the end of the rope out of patience An animal at the end of its tether
cannot go any further.

bark up the wrong tree follow an incorrect course Hunting dogs were trained to tree
raccoons and bark, but often the
raccoon fooled them and escaped.

batting a thousand doing a perfect job 1,000 is the perfect average in baseball,
with a base hit every time at bat.

beat around the bush not getting to the point Hunters need to proceed slowly and
carefully if approaching a bush to beat
out a bird.

behind the eight ball out of luck The eight ball in a pool game must be
sunk last or the person loses.

bitter pill to swallow hard to accept Some bitter ingredients cannot be
masked and are hard to swallow. 

blow off steam release anger or tension Early steam engines had no safety
valves, so engineers pulled a lever to
release pressure. 

blow one’s stack vent anger, lash out A steamboat’s smokestack could blow
off if the boiler overheated.

bone to pick an area of contention Two dogs will fight over a single bone
tossed between them.

bone up refine, study Bones were once used to polish shoes;
to study would polish one’s
knowledge.

break the ice to initiate and be friendly Sometimes it is necessary for ships to
break ice so other ships can pass.

bring the house down applauding enthusiastically The applause a performer receives may
seem like it could cause a building to
collapse.

IDIOM MEANING ORIGIN

Sample:  Idiom Match-Ups (front)    28

Greg was incompetent when he first tried water skiing.

Mother was furious when she caught me lying to her. mad as a wet hen

going to pot

a pain in the neck

a fish out of water

a piece of cake

born with a silver spoon
in her mouth

dyed in the wool

knee-high to a grasshopper

going bananas

dog-eat-dog

Everywhere I look, this neighborhood seems to be deteriorating.

I try to avoid Jill when I see her because she is annoying.

Getting the yard cleaned up was easy once we got going.

Sandra was rich so she traveled all over the world.

Often bad habits are so ingrained that changing them is difficult.

My Grandmother said I was small last time she saw me.

Our teacher said she was losing it because of the confusion.

It seems harder than ever to get ahead in this tough world.

RESOURCE L IST  IDIOMS – FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE

Instructional manipulatives 
and cards can replace expendables 

and be key reading program components. Management
strategies, materials ideas, and resources are in the Sourcebook.

By Nancy Walentas
©2005 / 290 pages / 0-965035-7

IN SETS 1000, 1025, 1050, 1075

RESOURCE LISTS
Word families – 200 bases
Syllabication – 750 words

High-frequency words
Prefixes & suffixes – 115

Latin roots – 100
Synonyms/antonyms – 3000

Homonyms – 425
Compound words – 750

Irregular verbs – 100
Transitions – 100

Idioms – 120
and many more!

Multi-Grade Sets
No program provides a complete reading 
curriculum because children differ.
Students should be offered activities
suitable for their developmental levels. 

The School-Wide Set contains all 62
Reading Manipulatives products and
has over 1000 unique students sets. 
The chart on the right shows which
products are included in each set.

These complete sets of manipulatives can
eliminate boring worksheets and rescue
teachers from daily seatwork preparation.
Unlike worksheets and other random
assignments, each product covers
targeted skills holistically and provides
adequate practice to assure mastery.

Best of all, the hands-on activities engage
minds and foster an interest in reading.
Students are actively involved in selecting,
completing, checking, and recording their
work. This increases their commitment
and enjoyment, leading to greater progress.

SCHOOL-WIDE SET 62 PRODUCTS ($2708 VALUE) 1000 $2300

PRIMARY GRADES SET 25 PRODUCTS ($1037 VALUE) 1025 $900

MIDDLE GRADES SET 34 PRODUCTS ($1369 VALUE) 1050 $1200

MIDDLE SCHOOL SET 46 PRODUCTS ($1940 VALUE) 1075 $1700

The table to the right shows which products are
included in each multi-grade set grouping.

SECTIONS
PHONEMIC

AWARENESS

PHONICS

FLUENCY

VOCABULARY

COMPREHENSION

COMMUNICATION

PRODUCTS INCLUDED IN EACH SET

In expressions of figurative language, meaning cannot be derived from the conjoined meanings
of the words. Rather, meaning is conveyed by suggesting that something is like something
else. Therefore, the expression must be comprehended metaphorically. For instance, when
someone says, “It's raining cats and dogs,” it has nothing to do with cats and dogs. This idiom
dating back to 17th century England means that it is raining hard. The reader must use context
or prior knowledge to infer what the expression actually means.

Every language has its own unique figurative language usages. In this fast-paced, media-
dominated age, many communication skills, including familiarity with figurative language, are
waning. The high number and frequency of use of idioms should make them an important
component of comprehension and language acquisition. Idioms often confuse native speakers,
and they are especially challenging for ESL students. 

STEP 1 – TEACH FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE DIRECTLY AND MODEL APPROPRIATE USAGE

Do not assume that idioms will be learned through informal exposure. Direct instruction is
necessary to assure that students develop familiarity with common idioms. Model appropriate
use of idioms in instruction.

STEP 2 – DEVELOP MANIPULATIVES OR PLAN REPETIT IVE ACTIVIT IES

Idioms are a unique and interesting language usage, and there are many ways that they can be
incorporated into weekly classroom activities. Idiom match manipulatives assure that students
are exposed to a wide variety of idioms. On the bottom of p. 217 are additional suggestions for
teaching idioms or other types of figurative language.

TYPES OF FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE

• IDIOM A saying that carries meaning based on its use in the language
My dad blew his stack when I broke the window. (became furious)

• SIMILE A comparison of two objects linked by the words “like” or “as”
Grandmother’s face turned white as snow when she heard the news.

• METAPHOR A comparison or analogy that does not contain “like” or “as”
Our teacher has a mountain of papers on her desk.

• PERSONIFICATION Endowing inanimate objects or ideas with life-like qualities
The wind roaring through the trees kept me awake.

• HYPERBOLE A gross exaggeration
The eerie noises in the haunted house scared the children to death.

• SYNECDOCHE A less inclusive word is used for a more inclusive word or visa versa
Mary wouldn’t hurt a fly, so she couldn’t have done it. (anything)

INSTRUCTION FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE

#1 Skills are explained,
along with step-by-step
teaching strategies
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ITEM PRODUCT DESCRIPTION PRICE PG MG MS SW

050 Reading Manipulatives Sourcebook $40 ■ ■ ■ ■

085 Reading Readiness Match-Ups $38 ■ ■

095 Phoneme Songs & Blending $140 ■ ■

105 Rhyming Match-Ups & More $40 ■ ■

110 Initial Phoneme Sorts $45 ■ ■

120 Final Phoneme Sorts $35 ■ ■

130 Short/Long Vowel Phonemes $50 ■ ■

135 Short Vowel Posters & CD $25 ■ ■ ■ ■

140 Blend & Digraph Sorts $35 ■ ■

150 Story Sequencing $40 ■ ■

210 Flip Strips – SLV patterns $28 ■ ■ ■ ■

220 SLV Decoding Match-Ups $40 ■ ■

230 SLV Scrambled Sentences $40 ■ ■

240 Variant Vowel Word Families & SS $40 ■ ■

250 SLV Word Families $30 ■ ■

260 Star Blending A & B $50 ■ ■

270 Intermediate Blending $40 ■ ■ ■ ■

280 Dolch Sight Words $50 ■ ■

285 Dolch Work/Play Scram. Sent. $45 ■ ■

310 Syllable Sorts $30 ■ ■ ■ ■

320 Syllabication – Longer Words $30 ■ ■ ■

325 Contractions/Possessives Flip Strips $22 ■ ■ ■ ■

327 Prefix/Root/Suffix A $42 ■ ■ ■ ■

328 Prefix/Root/Suffix B $42 ■ ■ ■

330 Suffixes Match-Ups $38 ■ ■

335 Latin Roots Match-Ups $48 ■ ■

340 Prefixes Match-Ups A $38 ■ ■

345 Prefixes Match-Ups B $38 ■ ■

350 Suffix Spelling Changes Cards $25 ■ ■ ■ ■

360 Subject/Predicate Match-Ups $36 ■ ■ ■

370 Parts of Speech Sentences A $46 ■ ■ ■

375 Parts of Speech Sentences B $54 ■ ■

380 Capitalization/Punctuation A $45 ■ ■ ■

385 Capitalization/Punctuation B $52 ■ ■

390 Irregular Verbs Cards $30 ■ ■ ■

395 Troublesome Words & Usages $45 ■ ■

410 Synonyms Match-Ups A $48 ■ ■ ■

415 Synonyms Match-Ups B $48 ■ ■ ■

420 Synonyms Match-Ups C $48 ■ ■

430 Compound Words A $32 ■ ■ ■ ■

435 Compound Words B $48 ■ ■ ■

445 Compound Words Centered A $32 ■ ■ ■

450 Compound Words Centered B $48 ■ ■ ■

460 Analogies Match-Ups A $40 ■ ■ ■

465 Analogies Match-Ups B $40 ■ ■

505 Sentence Sequencing A $35 ■ ■ ■

510 Sentence Sequencing B $42 ■ ■ ■

515 Paragraph Sequencing A $55 ■ ■ ■

520 Paragraph Sequencing B $55 ■ ■

530 Idiom Match-Ups $45 ■ ■ ■

540 Outlining – Stories & Steps $55 ■ ■ ■

550 Transitions & Conjunctions $55 ■ ■ ■

555 True/False/Opinion Sorts $50 ■ ■ ■

610 Farm 1 Scrambled Sentences $45 ■ ■ ■

615 American Landmarks 1 Scram. Sent. $45 ■ ■ ■

620 Birds 1 Scrambled Sentences $45 ■ ■ ■

640 Dangerous Creatures 2 Scram. Sent. $45 ■ ■ ■

645 World Landmarks 2 Scram. Sent. $45 ■ ■ ■

650 Nature 2 Scrambled Sentences $45 ■ ■ ■

670 Dangerous Creatures 3 Scram. Sent. $50 ■ ■

675 Watchable Animals 3 Scram. Sent. $50 ■ ■

680 Lost Civilizations 3 Scram. Sent. $50 ■ ■


