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READING MANIPULATIVES PRODUCT: Syllable Sorts

Students consider all syllabication rules

FURS YEIey Yy WisY as they break down two-syllable words.

Students sort 36 words in each set by 4 basic
nonsense dentist study rumor rules, applying them in order. This material

provides abundant practice, thereby allowing

students to see patterns and decode rapidly.

fiercely sentence river focus
Once students have worked through the 12 sets,
o : : they are ready to apply steps to longer words.
climbing pumpkin olive PN Improving syllabication consciousness is a
STEP 1: STEP 2: STEPS 3 & 4 valuable spelling aid.
Divide off affixes. Divide between If one consonant is between vowels, divide after
consonants. long vowel or after consonant if vowel is short. Syllable Sorts 310 $30

TEACHING STRATEGIES: Assure that students have prerequisite phonics skills

Students who need to use syllabication to decode words must be taught syllabication rules holistically.
When they apply basic rules in steps, they begin to recognize patterns and break down unknown words.
Initially, the rules are applied to two-syllable rules. Once students learn the patterns, the same rules are
used to break down longer words.

Even those students who read words with ease in context generally improve spelling accuracy if they
become more cognizant of word structure and syllabication patterns.
Students should possess certain prerequisite skills and concepts before being taught the syllabication
rules. Frequently, it is necessary to review short and long vowels, as well as prefixes/root words/suffixes,
before proceeding with syllabication. You will see why as you review the following foundation concepts.

» Each syllable must contain a sounded vowel. It can be a single vowel sound (iede+a) or used with
one or more consonant sounds (besgin).

» There are two kinds of syllables: open and closed. A closed syllable ends with a consonant and the
vowel is usually short (or a schwa). An open syllable ends with a vowel that is generally long
(cloever, esvent). The vowel may be ay pronounced as/e/ (funeny) or occasionally /i/ (myeself).

» Sincethefirst rule deals with dividing between root words and affixes, students must be familiar
with prefixes, suffixes, and root words.

 Digraphs, or two consonants that make a single sound (ch, sh, th, wh, ng, nk, ng, ck, ...), cannot be
divided (buckele, notheing, casheier, busheel, fursther).

* |n some cases, blends are not divided (sescret, miegrate, zesbra). Do not preteach since students
discover this when identifying open vs. closed syllables.

Copyright © Reading Manipulatives, Inc. Tips for Teachers — Syllabication p.1



MAKING MATERIALS: Syllable Sorts

Line off cover-weight sheets of paper (8.5 x 11 inches) into 10 horizonta strips (1.1").

Draw vertical lines at 4.25” (center), 2.125” (center left column), and 6.375" (center right column).
Use the accompanying syllabication resource list. Write the 4 rules at the tops of the columns
Write 9 words for each rule below it.

Sets must be coded in some way. This can be done with codes or color.

Laminate cards. Cut apart and place pieces in zipper bags or other storage devices.

Create a checklist to track the completed sets.

N o g s~ wDNhPRE

SYLLABICATION RULES — APPLY IN ORDER

P/R/S — Check the word for prefixes and suffixes. The first step is to divide between them and the root word. If necessary,
affixes need to be reviewed with the students (farmeer, readeing, misstake).

VC/CV — Check for multiple consonants together between vowels. Divide between the consonants (canedy, hapepy, elsbow).

If aword has one consonant between vowels, decide whether the first vowel islong or short.
V/CV — If the vowel islong, divide after the vowel leaving an open syllable (fasvor, seasson, stuspid).
VC/V — Otherwise, divide after the consonant leaving a closed syllable (honeey, plureal, drageon).

Students consider al of the rules as they sort the words. By the time they have completed several of the Syllable Sorts, they
begin to see the patterns. Soon they have the strategies they need to break down unknown multisyllabic words.

SYLLABLE SORTS SYLLABICATION — LONGER WORDS
Draw lines. Write the syllabication rules at the top of The same rules are applied to divide words of 3 or more
each column. Then write 9 words that follow each rule syllables (RM product 320). In the sample below,
below it (RM product 310). division lines have been inserted.
Divide into syllables. Apply rules in order.
P/R/S VC/CV V/CV VC/V
Prefix/Root/ Suffix vc/ev VC/V \Viav
i 1. Remove affixes. 2. Look for multiple Closed syllable (short/schwa) ~ Open syllable (tong /schwa)
asking allow clover camel S 3. Determine whether syllable is open or closed.
beside center cager closet inldusltry paltrilotlic exlplalnaltion
comlpulter ablsorbling comlmunlilcate
brighter clumsy haven finish
culltilvatled gralciouslly aclcildenltal
lovely grammar ladle honey dislaplpearlance suplplelmem apIprolprilate
prepaid hello major modern unlconldiltionlal conlstrucltion trivl i|a|
genlerlaltion benlelfilcial hyldrolgen
restless humble photo robin
suplerlvilsor cellelbraltion translporltaltion
sliding signal rumor shovel . . .
conlserlvaltlon unlsuslpectllng adlverltlselment
tallest silly season vision esltabllish aclceptlalble perlsonlallilty
relplacelment stimlullaltion delmollish
unkind suggest tiny widow
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RESOURCE LIST: Two-syllable words

P/R/S VC/CV VC/V V/ICV
Identify and remove affixes Divide between consonants First syllable closed (short) First syllable open (long)
acteor loudeer afster helslo atrom moneey basby mostor
arteist luckey apeple helemet bodey nickeel bascon muesic
askeing misespell arerow hurery botheer noveel basgel nastion
basheful misstake athelete Kiteten buckeet olsive bassic nostion
besside morneing balsloon ladeder cabein paneic besgin o*bey
bigeger noisesy baseket letster cameel ped-al beshind osdor
blindeness nonesense berery letetuce chapeel peteal casble o*pen
bold-ly packeage blisster lobester chiseel pitey ce«dar oeval
bookelet paineless bot-tle lumeber Citey piveot cesment pasper
bossey partely buneny matetress civeil planeet clismate phosto
breatheless payment butster monekey cleveer preseent closver piclot
bumpey peacesful buteton monsster clineic profeit coecoa poeny
caresful planteed cabebage napekin closeet propeer crasdle prestend
climbeing playsful canedle ofsfice coleumn puneish descay prievate
closeest presview canedy patetern comeet quiveer desmand puepil
cloudeless quickely carerot penecil copey radeish desstroy rasdar
comeing rainey catstle peneny credeit rapeid diegest raszor
counteless realsly chanenel picenic criteic rebeel doenate reasson
creamey resfill cirecle piceture deveil relsic doenor rescess
cryeing respay coffee pisetol digeit releish dusty resgard
darkeness restsful comemon plasetic drageon rigeid easger ressist
deareest sadely comepete plensty fineish riveer eassel rieval
deepeer saltey constest probelem foreest robein esqual rosbot
disecover sleepey conetract pupepy frageile salead esven rostate
dreameing sloweest coteton pumpekin graveel saveage ewil rusmor
dropeper smalleer counccil pureple habeit scholear fesver sescret
drowneing softely curerent rabebit honeey seveen fienal sielent
endsless sogegy cusetom ribsbon honeor shereiff flasvor sieren
exsport stopeping denstist scisesors imeage shiveer foecus sosda
farmeer subsway dizezy senstence lemeon shoveel glosbal so¢lo
fearsful sweeteer elsbow sigenal leveel shriveel groecer spieder
forescast talleest ensjoy Silely liley studey hesro stuepid
foolsish thankeful fanecy siseter limeit timeid hostel susper
friendely thinkeing fifsteen socecer lineen topric hoely tasble
furery thirstey filster subsject lizeard trageic huemor tiedy
gracesful thought«ful folslow sumemer logeic traveel isdle tieger
handey throweing forebid tareget magpeic tropeic istem toetal
hardeen tracteor foreget thuneder maneage ven.om lasbel tuena
hillsy treatsment franetic turskey medeal vigeor lasdy uenite
hoteter unefair funeny whiseper meneu viseit leegal vascant
imeprove vastely genstle winedow meteal viveid loscate vaspor
itchey wanteed gosssip winster mimeic voleume masjor vierus
joyeous warmeest hamester wisedom mineute wageon mienus waeger
lovesly windey hap+pen woneder modeern wideow moement ze*ro
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